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PLU3IMGER» Adolf - Lleuteaaat General (iiquivaleat U. S, 

f<ia jor General ) : 

Lleateoaat General Adolf Heuslnger was bom In Holz- 
mlnden on tbe Wener on 4 AuguBt lo97> the sou of Professor 
Ludwig lk!U8lsger> aember of an old Brunswick fatally of theo- 
logians and philologists. He entered the German Arsoy as an 
officer candidate in the 97th Infantry aegloent in Gem and 
Rudolstadt, and received his comtalssion in July I916. He 
fought against the western front and was taken prisoner by 
the British In September. He returned to his mllitauiy career 
in January 1921. Upon cosg>letion of three years general staff 
officers’ training at the War cademy In 193^> Beusinger was 
assigned to the^Operatlons Division of the Ariiy General Staff 
in Berlin in 19^1. In September of this year he married Gerda 
nee Krueger; they have two daughters. 

Proa 1934 until 1937 Bleuslnger served with infantry 
units and was appointed first general staff officer of tto 
Operations Division of the Army General Staff in 1937* ^n 
1940 he was node chief of the derations Division. In this 
post, Beusinger participated In the planning and direction 
of strategic operations for the tallltary canpalgns in Poland, 

France, the T^iir»r,a and USSR. He also was in charge of tbe 
selection and training of general staff officers. Beusinger 
was present at tbe attempt on Hitler's life on Zj July 19^, 
was injured by the explosion and arrested on suspicion of 
complicity in tbe plot. Lacking sufficient evidence fcr bis 
indictment, be was released by tbe Gestapo and placed on sick 
leave status under surveillanee . (It is known, from OSS 
records, that Heusinger vas a member of the group of Gezmian 
generals who were eager to negotiate with the Western Powers,, 
at almost any cost, to prevent the Russiaxis from gaining con- 
trol of Gernaiaj".) 

Heusinger surrendered to tbe U. S. Army on 4 May 1943. 

He was interrogated extensively by Nurnberg trial officials 
regarding his connection with the Komaissar Order of June 1941, 
the Kommando Order of September 1942 and other orders, declared 
criminal per se by the International Military Tribunal. 

Heusinger was not tried, however, on the grounds that as a 
staff officer he could not be held responsible f>,r the execution 
of these orders. U. o. Army officers who also interrogated 
Heusinger found h-im cooperative. It is to be noted that be 
never Joined tbe 113DAP. 



In ly46 Heusinger worked with the KLiCOM Historical 
Division as a consultant on the organlzatiou of the German 
Army High Coamand. Later, he served as deputy director in 
charge of post>war studies on German mllitcuy operations of 
t^orld War II. In 1547 he joined General Gehlen's intelligence 
organisation, at that time held in trusteeship by the U. S. 

Artsy . As chief of Gehlen's evaluation groi^>, Heusinger won 
the respect of both his Aiaerlcui and Geman colleagues for bis 
professional coinpetence and personal integrity. The excellence 
of Gehlen's evaluation staff today is due, in some measure, to 
Heusinger 's supervision from 1947 until 15^1. At one time, 

CIA representatives seriously considered Heusinger for Gehlen's 
position. 

Owing to bis long career as a General Staff officer, 
Heusinger has been deeply interested in Gertsan remllitarisatloa. 
He bas, howe'.er, remained aloof from the political intrigues 
of the various groiqps of former German officers agitating for 
(West German reaxtaament and recognition from the Bonn Govexiifflent . 
As a result. In the fall of 19^1 Heusinger emerged as a ranking 
representative of moderate elements of the former German officers 
corps and Adenauer, with Schumacher's approval, appointed him 
to an advisory consnlttee established to Initiate consultative 
liaison with Allied military authorities. In this quasi- 
official ciq>acity as military spokesman for Chancellor Adenauer, 
^uslnger had several conferences with Ur. i^cCloy, General 
George P. Hays, Mr. Samual Reber and Dr. Conant. On 22 January 
1951, Adenauer, Heusinger and General Hans Speidel were the 
guests of Mr. McCloy at a dinner ih honor of General Elsenhower. 
On this occasion, Eisenhower singled out Heusinger and Speidel 
to explain bis 1945 views on German generals and to assure them 
of his high regard for the German professional soldier and of 
his interest in the Integration of West German Armed Forces 
into the European Defense Community. This meeting left a pro- 
found Impression on Heusinger who felt Eisenhewer chared his 
optimism for the future of West Genaan contingents in the defense 
of Europe. 

By the fall of 1951, Heusinger was officially established 
in the office of Theodor Blank as top military advisor. In the 
summer of 1952 he was designated coordinator of German military 
defense planning. In this position he has been a deft mediator 
between the Adenauer Government, the Socialist Peurty, former 
German officers groups, and Allied military authorities. Blank 
described Heusinger as one of his most loyal and able 
associates . 



At the em of November 1952 , Heusingar conferred In 
Paris with Generals Gruenther and Rid^way at the latter's 
Invitation. In reporting on this meeting to a CIA repre- 
sentative in Germany, Heuslnger urged relaxation of the 
Department of Defense ruling limiting U. l.-^/est German military 
lialaoD in Germany on the gr>Ainds that the U. 3. was losing the 
initiative in cultivating the Gemon military to the British. 
Beusinger silso reiterated hla plea that the U. take positive 
steps for the release of the Landsberg prisoners. To Heualnger's 
great satisfaction, regular liaison between the Blank Office 
and Generals Handy and Sidy was established in 1953 • 

Dissociation from Intelligence i 

Beusinger remained on General Gehlen's staff, at the 
latter's request, until his appointoent to the Blank Office 
in the fall of 1951* During 195^ In bis dual role as un- 
official military advisor and senior officer of a U. 3. subsi- 
dized iifeet German intelligence organization, &usinger was an 
influential representative of G. S. interests in both German 
remilitarization and the Geblen group. However, with his assignment 
to Bonn and return to bis stilltary career, Beusinger has gradually 
dlsaoclated himself from intelligence affairs. From time to time, 
owing to his personal loyalty to Geblen and his genuine interest 
in the future of the Geblen organization, Beusinger has been a belp- 
fUl mediator between Geblen and hla adversaries in tbs Bonn 
Govemsient. Be has also kept Geblen apprised of goveronental 
developgsents relating to the future of Geinaan intelligence. At 
the saoe time, Beusinger has continued to consult with and confide 
in CIA rexnresentatives with whom he was associated as a member 
of the Geblen organization. Bs has voluntarily kept us informed, 
reporting with reoaikable candor, on political, militsury and 
intelligence matters of interest to U. S. policy makers. CIA 
representatives have found Heusinger's political views clearly 
in the Interest of the li. 3 . 

During this past year, CIA representatives working with 
the Geblen organization have noted that Heusinger has become 
increasingly preoccupied with his official duties in the Blank 
Office and further removed from the affairs of General G'-hlen. 

In an off-the-record conversation with a CIA representative in 
March 1953, Heusinger indicated that lie aspires to the position 
of Commfuidlng General of the SDC Army. It is the opinion of 
a number of former German generals that Heusinger will not 
emerge as the Commanding General of German contingents, but that 
lie has an excellent chance of becoaing the first Chief of Staff. 



